Closing Statement of the Honorable Doris O. Matsui

Floor Consideration of H.R. 2454, the American Clean Energy and Security Act
Friday, June 26, 2009
M. Speaker, I yield myself the remainder of my time.

The rule before us today is a fair rule that allows us to highlight our current energy policy challenges and our vision for a better tomorrow.  

From water… to energy… to transportation and agriculture and public health ... climate change is the defining environmental challenge of our time.

The action we take today will impact our country in a positive way for generations.

Today, it is this Congress’s responsibility to pass comprehensive energy policy that charts a new course towards a clean energy economy.

The underlying bill…the American Clean Energy and Security Act…takes huge steps to create jobs…help end our dangerous dependence on foreign oil…and fight global warming.

I urge my colleagues to recognize the urgent nature of the challenge before us today.

If we do not act, we face disastrous consequences.  Nearly every scientific society around the world has warned of the cost of inaction.
On the other hand, if we do act here today, we will make our planet more sustainable…more economically viable…and more efficient than the world we live in today.

We will make a positive impact not only on the billions of people who live on earth today, but for generations into the future.

M. Speaker, I urge a “yes” vote on the previous question and on the rule.  

I yield back the balance of my time, and I move the previous question on the resolution.
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